ELY PADEL CLUB
Safeguarding Policy for Children and Vulnerable Adults

1. Policy Statement
Ely Padel Club (EPC), its committee members and volunteers, is fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all children (anyone under 18) and vulnerable adults. EPC has a duty to provide a safe, inclusive, and positive environment where everyone can enjoy padel, free from harm, abuse, or exploitation.

They will respond to any concerns they may have regarding the physical, sexual, emotional or psychological safety of a child or vulnerable person.  They will also respond to any concerns they may have relating to discriminatory or financial violation or exploitation of a vulnerable person.

EPC adheres to the safeguarding standards set by the Lawn Tennis Association and relevant UK legislation.

2. Key Principles
· The welfare of the child or vulnerable adult is paramount and is the responsibility of everyone
· All children, regardless of age, disability, gender, race, religion, or sexual orientation, have the right to protection from abuse, whether physical, verbal, sexual, bullying, exclusion or neglect.
· Concerns must be taken seriously and responded to swiftly

3. Scope of the Policy
This policy applies to:
· Coaches and volunteers
· Club officials and committee members
· Children and vulnerable adults participating in club activities
· Parents and carers

4. Procedures 
All committee members, coaches and volunteers will be given information about child protection awareness and where appropriate complete safeguarding training courses.

The policy will be reviewed annually to allow for any required up-date of policies and/or procedures and agreed at the AGM. New committee members, coaches and volunteers must be given an induction to this policy and understand their responsibilities.

A copy of the policy will be posted on the EPC website and made available on request to hirers of the padel courts.

Any activity for children organised by EPC will have the suitable Child Protection policies in place.   Any activity organised by EPC specifically involving vulnerable adults will have suitable Vulnerable Adults Protection policies in place. Other organisations hiring the facilities for activities whose activities may involve children or vulnerable adults will be made aware of this policy.

Contractors engaged to carry out work at the premises must not be allowed unsupervised access to children or vulnerable adults.  All work should be undertaken when the facilities are not in use by children or vulnerable adults.  Appropriate supervision will be arranged if it is necessary to carry out work when the facilities have been booked.

Whilst EPC will endeavour to highlight the need to ensure that all children and vulnerable adults are kept safe from abuse, whether physical, verbal, sexual, bullying, exclusion or neglect, the supervision of children or vulnerable adults playing padel with adults from the local community remains the responsibility of those who have booked a court and agreed to the terms and conditions of Ely Padel Club when they signed up to PadelMates.

5. Roles & Responsibilities

Club Welfare Officer (CWO)
The club will appoint a Welfare Officer who:
· Acts as the first point of contact for safeguarding concerns
· Liaises with the LTA Safeguarding Team
· Ensures policies are implemented and reviewed
· Ensures that all those who are involved with children or vulnerable adults have the appropriate DBS checks and safeguarding training

The appointed CWO is Julia Gilbert 
M: 07774426654
E:  padel.eosa@gmail.com


Coaches & Volunteers
· Must hold appropriate qualifications and valid DBS checks
· Follow the LTA Code of Conduct
· Have the required Safeguarding qualifications
· Report concerns immediately

5. Safe Recruitment
The club will:
· Ensure all relevant roles complete DBS checks
· Verify identity and qualifications
· Require safeguarding training (e.g., LTA Safeguarding course)
· Obtain references where appropriate

6. Code of Conduct
All adults must:
· Treat children with respect
· Avoid inappropriate physical contact
· Not engage in private or unobserved situations
· Not take photos without obtaining prior consent
· Use appropriate language at all times

Children are expected to:
· Show respect to others
· Follow club rules
· Report anything that makes them uncomfortable

7. Reporting Concerns
Immediate Danger
Call 999
Non-Emergency Concerns
· Report to the Club Welfare Officer
· If unavailable or wish to contact outside EPC, contact the LTA Safeguarding Team directly on 020 8487 7000

You can also contact:
· NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000
· Local authority children’s services

Important:
Do not investigate yourself. Record and report only.


8. Photography & Social Media
· Parental consent must be obtained before taking and sharing images for internal club news, with the local media or on social media
· All juniors registered on PadelMates must complete the photo consent accordingly
· Images must be appropriate and children must not be identified unnecessarily


